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A MEETING WAS HELD AT 10.00 – 13.30 HOURS ON MONDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2003 AT THE 
PLACIO DE CONGRESOS, BARCELONA, SPAIN. 
 
Please refer to the ISAF Council minutes of 14–15 November 2003 for the final Council decision 
on all recommendations and opinions contained within these minutes. 
 

MINUTES 
Present: 
Rafael Wolontis – Chairman 
John Doerr – Vice Chairman 
Henri Van der Aat 
Armando Goulartt 
Leo Kuret  
 
Apologies 
Barbara Farquhar 
Cory Sertl 

 
 
Francoise Pascal 
Walter Cavallucci 
 
 
 
 
Not present 
Russel Frame 
Magnus Holmberg 

 

1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

(a) The minutes of the Match Racing Committee meeting of Monday 12 
November 2002 were noted (approved after the meeting by John Doerr 
who Chaired the meeting). 

 

(b) There were no matters arising.  

2. STATUS OF THE MATCH RACING COMMITTEE 
 

(a) Submission 016-03. Match Racing Committee status. 
The committee considered Submission 016-03 from the Executive 
Committee regarding the proposal to make the Match Racing Committee a 
Sub-committee of the Events Committee. The Match Racing Committee 
unanimously opposed the submission and made a recommendation to 
Council. 
 
Decision 
 
Submission 016-03 is not supported. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The Match Racing Committee recommends that Council reject this 
submission regarding the status of the committee.  
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MRC is responsible for 330 ranked events and has over 2000 skippers 
listed on it’s two ranking lists. However, Match Racing is a discipline, not 
just a series of events. MRC is also responsible for the development and 
promotion of Match Racing worldwide, including Match Race clinics, 
standard sailing instructions and notice of race, liaison with the IUSC (for 
the umpire programme) and RRC (for the Match Racing Appendix and Call 
Book); much of this work is beyond the scope of the Events committee. 
 
It is only logical to make one group a sub-committee of another when the 
parent group is responsible for the work of the sub group. To force Events 
Committee to consider all aspects of the Match Race programme would be 
a major duplication of effort as these items would still need to be 
presented to Council. 

 

3. ISAF MATCH RACING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

(a) A report was received from the ISAF Technical Delegate on the 2003 
Open World Championship held in Riva del Garda, ITA. A number of 
recommendations were made in the report and the committee accepted 
that they should be used to help develop future match racing world 
championships. 

 

(b) A report was received from the ISAF Technical Delegate on the 2003 
Women’s World Championship held in Sundsval, SWE. 

 

(c) A verbal report was given on plans for future ISAF Match Racing World 
Championships. ISAF has received bids for 2004 and 2005 and more work 
is required to encourage bids for future years. Sally Burnett gave a brief 
update on the 2004 Women’s World Championship and confirmed that 
plans are going ahead smoothly. 

 

(d) There were bids from Spain and Russia for the 2004 Open Championship 
and from Bermuda for the 2005 Women’s World Championship. 
The committee considered the three bids and a presentation was made by 
delegates from the Russian Organising Authority. 
 
Decision 
 
The committee accepted the bid from Russia for the 2004 Open 
Match Racing World Championships subject to finalising the 
contract. The committee encourages the Club Nautico de Calpe to 
bid for the 2005 event. 
The committee accepted the bid from Bermuda to host the 2005 
Women’s Match Racing Championship subject to finalising the 
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contract. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The Match Racing committee recommends that the bid from Russia for the 
2004 ISAF Open Match Racing World Championships is accepted subject 
to finalising contracts. 
The Match Racing Committee recommends that the bid from Bermuda for 
the 2005 ISAF Women’s Match Racing World Championships is accepted 
subject to finalising contracts. The organisers are strongly encouraged to 
continue their efforts to reduce the costs to competitors. 

4. NATIONS CUP 
 

(a) A brief report was given on the current status of the Nations Cup and 
potential hosts of qualifiers and final. A number of bids and initial interest 
have been received from MNA’s and Yacht Clubs based on the 
documentation sent out to MNA’s at the beginning of October. Is now 
proposed to follow up these leads and progress to selecting the venues for 
the qualifiers and finals. It is proposed that qualifiers begin in early 
September with finals in spring 2005. It was felt that a booklet / event 
template should be produced which would give all the information required 
by an event organiser to hold a qualifier, this would include standard 
notice of race and sailing instructions, race management requirements, 
umpire requirements and other relevant details. 

 

5. MATCH RACING GRADING, INVITATIONS AND RANKING 
 

(a) John Doerr gave a verbal from the Match Race Grading and Ranking Sub-
Committee on matters arising during the year. Jordy Walker presented a 
supporting paper on the Grading of Match Races which proposed some 
changes and additions to the current Grading Criteria which would 
increase an events ranking value over and above the base value for a 
Grade 1 event. The Grading and Ranking Sub-Committee agreed to look 
at how the proposed changes might be encompassed into the Ranking 
System formula. 
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(b) Submissions relating to the Grading, Invitations and Ranking of Match 
Racing were considered:  

(i) Submission 111-00 was received. 
The committee discussed the merits of a team ranking and felt that in 
concept it was a good idea but as there was no detailed proposal on 
the table the submission should be rejected. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The Match Racing Committee recommends that Council reject 
submission 111-00. Whilst the concept of a Team Ranking is well 
received the Committee felt that a detailed Submission should be 
made in order to establish the concept. 

(ii) Submission 065-03 was noted. The committee supported the 
principles of the submission but were concerned about the level of 
fees that events would now be required to pay. There were a number 
of other details in the submission, which were unclear and so a 
recommendation was made to council. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The Match Racing committee supports the principle of the 
submission. There are concerns about the level of fees that events 
will be faced with and that they should not apply to Women’s events. 
The committee recommends the following. 

 
1. It should be clarified that the payments to umpires are only made 

to ISAF International Umpires. 
2. That umpire payments (as well as fees) are applied to Open 

events and not to Women's events as per existing regulation 
3. That the Grading Fee and Advertising Fee be combined as they 

were in 2003 
4. The Grading and Advertising Fee be $1500 for grade 1 

irrespective of advertising 
5. The Grading and Advertising Fee be $750 for grade 2 with 

advertising at Category C levels. 
6. That for Grade 2 events the umpire payments be limited in total to 

30% of the total prize fund in order not to discourage Grade 2 
events from offering some prize money. 

7. That each event will agree with ISAF if the event should pay the 
umpires directly or via ISAF. This is in order to minimise problems 
relating to taxation, immigration and employment legislation. 
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(c) The committee considered the role of the Match Race Rankings Sub-
Committee and felt that it would be better for the Sub-committee to revert 
to being a working party so that it’s membership could be made up from 
people with the required expertise. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The committee recommends that the Match Race Rankings Sub-
Committee is replaced by a working party in order to ensure the continued 
appointment of the required expertise. 

 

6. UMPIRE APPOINTMENTS TO GRADED MATCH RACING EVENTS 
 

(a) The Chairman of the International Umpire Sub-Committee gave a verbal 
report on the Umpire appointments made in 2003 and the proposed plans 
for 2004. 

 

(b) Submission 063-03 was received. The committee discussed the changes 
to the grading criteria for the appointment of Umpires. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The committee recommends that Council approve the submission. 
 

 
 

7. MATCH RACING RULES 
 

(a) The updated standard Match Racing Notice of Race and Sailing 
Instructions were noted and will be available from the ISAF Website. 

 

(b) Submission 135-03. Changes to Appendix C was noted.  

(c) Submission 136-03. Changes to Appendix C was noted.  

(d) Submission 137-03. Changes to Appendix C was noted.  

(e) Submission 163-03. New Match Racing Call was noted.  

(f) Submission 164-03. New Match Racing Call was noted.  

(g) Submission 165-03. New Match Racing Call was noted.  

(h) Submission 166-03. New Match Racing Call was noted.  

8. MATCH RACING DEVELOPMENT 
 

(a) The Committee discussed Match Racing development and its potential  
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reintroduction to the Olympic Games. President Henderson joined the 
discussion and shared his thoughts and ideas and informed the committee 
about his experiences with the IOC and their proposals for future Olympic 
regattas.  

 

9. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

(a) Recommendations to Council were written by the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman of the committee and presented to the Council by the Chairman. 

 

 

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

(a) The Chairman agreed to send the annual report covering the period 1 
January 2003 to 31 December 2003 to the secretariat before the deadline 
on 23 January 2004. 
It was noted that Morten Lorenzen had resigned from the Committee 
earlier on in the year. 
Match Racing Clinics were discussed in the IU Sub-committee and it was 
felt that the Match Racing Committee should be more involved in them and 
should take over the promotion and development. The IUSC would still 
remain actively involved but Match Racing committee should be the driving 
force. 

 

 
Circulation:   Member National Authorities (MNAs) 
   Council 
   Classes 
   Affiliate Members 
   Associate Members 
   Committee Chairmen 
   Secretariat 
 


